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State’s  newest  college 
focuses  on  urban  studies. 
Opens  its  doors 
to  1,000  freshmen 
in  September  1969. 


Mext  September,  New  Jersey  will 
have  a new  college.  Livingston 
College  will  enroll  1,000  freshmen,  the 
vanguard  of  an  undergraduate  student 
body  of  3,500. 

Rutgers  University  decided  it  made 
better  educational  sense  to  create 
entirely  new  colleges  rather  than  to  con- 
tinue expanding  existing  units.  Construc- 
tion was  started  with  funds  from  the 
1964  College  Bond  Issue,  and  plans 
were  made  for  quite  a distinctive,  “non- 
carbon copy”  residential  college. 

Livingston  will  be  coeducational.  It 
will  have  an  innovative  curriculum.  It 
v/ill  place  special  emphasis  on  serving 
the  urban  community.  It  will  attempt  to 
give  its  students  as  much  personal  and 
curricular  freedom  as  possible. 

Livingston  is  the  first  of  three  new 
colleges  planned  by  the  State  University 
for  the  former  Camp  Kilmer  tract  in 
Piscataway  Twp.,  across  the  Raritan 
River  from  the  university’s  New  Bruns- 
wick campus. 

Led  by  its  dean,  physicist  Ernest  A. 
Lynton,  the  Livingston  faculty  and 
administration,  together  with  Rutgers 
students,  have  incorporated  many  excit- 
ing new  concepts  into  the  new  college. 

“We  hope  to  find  improved  ways  of 
creating  in  our  students  and  faculty  an 
intense  intellectual  involvement  with 
the  world  in  which  they  live,”  Dr. 
Lynton  explains. 

'I’oward  this  goal,  l.ivingslon  is  plan- 
ning a number  of  programs  which  will 
involve  it  and  its  students  with  the  com- 
munity, especially  with  the  inner  city 
and  all  its  problems  and  potentials. 

It  is  exploring  with  the  Rutgers 
Graduate  School  of  Education,  for  ex- 
ample, a program  aimed  directly  at 
training  young  people  who  want  to  teach 
in  urban  areas. 

“We  think  of  ourselves  as  an  urban- 
oriented  college,”  says  the  dean,  “be- 
cause the  problems  of  the  city  through- 
out the  world  arc  so  major  that  every 
educated  man  and  woman  is  going  to 
have  to  learn  how  to  eonl'ront  them.” 
Many  Livingston  students  will  attain 
part  of  their  education  ofT-campus, 
through  a work-study  program.  Work 
experiences  will  be  closely  related  to  on- 
campus  study,  and  sometimes  super- 
visors of  work-study  projects  will  be 
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brought  into  the  'college  as  part-time 
teaching  faculty. 

“These  should  be  real  clinical  ex- 
periences. internships  in  which  the 
practical  work  is  made  more  meaningful 
and  stimulating  by  being  closely  related 
to  tbe  appropriate  theory,”  explains  Dr. 
lAnton.  "What  the  laboratory  is  to  the 
exact  sciences,  the  community  at  large 
can  be  to  many  other  disciplines." 

Livingston's  strong  urban  interests, 
and  its  commitment  to  awareness  and 
involvement,  would  have  little  meaning, 
however,  if  the  college  did  not  recognize 
its  special  obligation  toward  students 
who  are  the  products  of  urban  and  rural 
disadvantaged  areas. 

The  college  is  committed  to  an  admis- 
sions policy  through  which  disadvan- 
taged young  people  with  college  potential 
are  admitted  and  are  helped,  with  suit- 
able programs,  to  realize  their  potential 
and  to  fulfill  the  graduation  requirements 
of  the  university. 

Expect  completion 

Due  for  completion  this  summer  are 
a full  set  of  academic,  residential,  rec- 
reational, and  dining  facilities.  A large 
central  building  combines  a grouping  of 
faculty  and  graduate  student  offices, 
classrooms,  lounges,  and  dining  rooms, 
so  as  to  encourage  the  maximum  of 
casual  encounter  between  all  members 
of  the  college. 

In  addition,  three  residential  quad- 
rangles and  a science  classroom  building 
are  nearing  completion.  Funds  for  the 
second  half  of  Livingston  College,  and 
for  the  first  half  of  another  undergradu- 
ate college  in  the  Kilmer  area,  were 
included  in  last  month’s  bond  issue. 

Livingston  will  offer  a wide  range  of 
degree  programs  in  the  liberal  arts,  agri- 
culture and  environmental  science,  and 
engineering.  Its  freshman  brochure  is 
now  available. 

One  of  the  hallmarks  of  the  Living- 
ston curriculum  will  be  a series  of 
transdisciplinary  freshman  courses. 
These  courses  will  be  taught  jointly  by 
a number  of  specialists  from  related 
fields,  to  give  the  student  an  idea  of 
how  the  various  academic  specialties 
look  at  the  world. 

A strong  nucleus  of  faculty  has  al- 
ready been  assembleil,  and  additional 
members  are  being  added  each  week. 
Livingston,  whose  students  will  be  able 
to  choose  their  courses  from  all  other 
undergraduate  college  offerings  will  also 
draw  Rutgers  and  Douglass  students  to 
its  own  unique  offerings — anthropology, 
urban  planning,  computer  science,  and 
non-Western  languages. 

At  Livingston,  students  will  assume 
an  active  role  in  the  governance  of  their 


college.  Decisions  concerning  campus 
issues  will  reflect  the  joint  participation 
of  students,  faculty,  and  administrators. 

“We  believe.”  the  freshman  viewbook 
says,  “that  the  best  way  to  foster  the 
growth  of  the  active  citizen  is  to  first 
foster  the'  growth  of  the  active  college 
citizen.  One  cannot  accomplish  this  if 
the  student  has  no  voice  in  the  decision- 
making process  of  the  college. 

Students  to  have  a voice 

"Our  students  will  have  such  a voice. 
They  will  be  members  of  the  college 
government,  serve  on  many  college  com- 
mittees, and  play  an  important  role  in 
the  advising  and  residence  programs. 
They  will  be  full  citizens  in  the  Living- 
ston College  community  with  both  the 
power  and  the  responsibility  that  full 
citizenship  implies.” 

Perhaps  the  best  single  summary  of 
the  aims  of  the  new  college  is  in  this 
same  viewbook,  when  it  says: 

“Livingston  College  will  have  no  ivory 
towers.  It  cannot;  our  cities  are  decaying, 
many  of  our  fellow  men  are  starving; 
.social  injustice  and  racism  litter  the 
earth,  weapons  of  awesome  destructive- 
ness threaten  our  existence. 

“Furthermore,  the  times  we  live  in  are 
revolutionary  and  bewildering.  Radical 
change  has  become  the  rule;  understand- 
ing and  mastering  that  change  has 
become  a necessity. 

Examine  fundamental  forces 

“Livingston  students  will  need  to  get 
a sense  of,  and  a grip  on,  the  trends  and 
transformations  occurring  around  them. 
The  significance  of  the  computer;  the 
rise  of  ecumenism;  the  drug  revolution; 
the  resurgence  of  political  conservatism; 
(he  NLF  and  Ihe  New  Left;  the  songs  of 
Dylan;  the  writings  of  I-’aium  anil 
Guevara,  McLuhan  and  Malcolm  X — 
thc.se  phenomena  must  be  confronted 
and  examined  for  they  represent  some 
of  the  most  fundamental  forces  at  work 
in  our  world. 

“Livingston  students  will  have  many 
different  interests  and  aims.  A large 
number  of  them  will  want  to  go  to  grad- 
uate school,  many  others  will  embark 
on  business  or  government  careers  after 
graduation.  .Some  will  be  very  much 
involved  in  a variety  of  activities,  on  and 
off  campus,  others  will  want  to  be  left 
alone  to  study  and  read. 

“There  will  be  those  who  will  devote 
much  energy  to  community  action  and 
internship  programs,  others  who  will 
spend  most  of  their  time  with  slide  rule 
and  test  tube  or  in  the  stacks  of  the 
library.  Livingston  College  welcomes 
them  all.” 
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